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ית דוֹר מִבֵּ ל גְּ גְדַּ מְעוֹן מִמִּ י שִׁ רַבִּ י אֶלְעָזָר בְּ א רַבִּ בָּ ה שֶׁ אֶרֶז. מַעֲשֶׂ ה כְּ קָנֶה וְאַל יְהֵא קָשֶׁ נַן: לְעוֹלָם יְהֵא אָדָם רַךְ כְּ נוּ רַבָּ תָּ
מַד תּוֹרָה לָּ נֵי שֶׁ ה עָלָיו מִפְּ עְתּוֹ גַּסָּ דוֹלָה. וְהָיְתָה דַּ מְחָה גְּ מֵחַ שִׂ פַת נָהָר, וְשָׂ רַבּוֹ, וְהָיהָ רָכובּ עַל חֲמוֹר ומְּטַייֵּל עַל שְׂ

ה. הַרְבֵּ

The Sages further taught in praise of the reed: A person should always be soft like a reed, and
he should not be stiff like a cedar. An incident occurred in which Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi
Shimon, came from Migdal Gedor, from his rabbi’s house, and he was riding on a donkey and
strolling on the bank of the river. And he was very happy, and his head was swollen with pride
because he had studied much Torah. 
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ה מְכוֹעָר מָּ י! וְלאֹ הֶחְזִיר לוֹ. אָמַר לוֹ: רֵיקָה, כַּ לוֹם עָלֶיךָ רַבִּ יוֹתֵר. אָמַר לוֹ: שָׁ הָיהָ מְכוֹעָר בְּ ן לוֹ אָדָם אֶחָד שֶׁ מֵּ נִזְדַּ
ה מָּ אַנִי: ״כַּ עֲשָׂ ן שֶׁ א לֵךְ וֶאֱמוֹר לָאומָּּ מוֹתְךָ? אָמַר לוֹ: אֵינִי יוֹדֵעַ, אֶלָּ נֵי עִירֶךָ מְכוֹעָרִין כְּ ל בְּ א כׇּ מָּ אוֹתוֹ הָאִישׁ! שֶׁ

ח לְפָנָיו, וְאָמַר לוֹ: נַעֲנֵיתִי לְךָ, מְחוֹל לִי! טַּ תַּ חָטָא, ירַָד מִן הַחֲמוֹר וְנִשְׁ עַצְמוֹ שֶׁ ידַָּע בְּ יוָן שֶׁ יתָ״. כֵּ עָשִׂ לִי זֶה שֶׁ מְכוֹעָר כְּ
יתָ. עָשִׂ לִי זֶה שֶׁ ה מְכוֹעָר כְּ מָּ אַנִי וֶאֱמוֹר לוֹ: כַּ עֲשָׂ ן שֶׁ לֵךְ לָאומָּּ תֵּ אָמַר לוֹ: אֵינִי מוֹחֵל לְךָ עַד שֶׁ
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He happened upon an exceedingly ugly person, who said to him: Greetings to you, my rabbi,
but Rabbi Elazar did not return his greeting. Instead, Rabbi Elazar said to him: Worthless [reika]
person, how ugly is that man. Are all the people of your city as ugly as you? The man said to
him: I do not know, but you should go and say to the Craftsman Who made me: How ugly is
the vessel you made. When Rabbi Elazar realized that he had sinned and insulted this man
merely on account of his appearance, he descended from his donkey and prostrated himself
before him, and he said to the man: I have sinned against you; forgive me. The man said to
him: I will not forgive you until you go to the Craftsman Who made me and say: How ugly is
the vessel you made.
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י, מוֹרִי מוֹרִי! י רַבִּ לוֹם עָלֶיךָ רַבִּ נֵי עִירוֹ לִקְרָאתוֹ, וְהָיוּ אוֹמְרִים לוֹ: שָׁ יעַ לְעִירוֹ. יצְָאוּ בְּ הִגִּ הָיהָ מְטַייֵּל אַחֲרָיו עַד שֶׁ
ּ י — אַל יִרְבּו טַייֵּל אַחֲרֶיךָ. אָמַר לָהֶם: אִם זֶה רַבִּ מְּ י? אָמְרוּ לוֹ: לְזֶה שֶׁ י רַבִּ ם קוֹרִין רַבִּ אָמַר לָהֶם: לְמִי אַתֶּ

אָדָם ן, מְחוֹל לוֹ, שֶׁ י כֵּ ה לִי. אָמְרוּ לוֹ: אַף עַל פִּ ךְ וְכָךְ עָשָׂ נֵי מָה? אָמַר לָהֶם: כָּ רָאֵל. אָמְרוּ לוֹ: מִפְּ יִשְׂ מוֹתוֹ בְּ כְּ
תוֹרָה הואּ. גָּדוֹל בְּ

He walked behind the man, trying to appease him, until they reached Rabbi Elazar’s city. The
people of his city came out to greet him, saying to him: Greetings to you, my rabbi, my rabbi,
my master, my master. The man said to them: Who are you calling my rabbi, my rabbi? They
said to him: To this man, who is walking behind you. He said to them: If this man is a rabbi,
may there not be many like him among the Jewish people. They asked him: For what reason
do you say this? He said to them: He did such and such to me. They said to him: Even so,
forgive him, as he is a great Torah scholar

מְעוֹן, י שִׁ רַבִּ י אֶלְעָזָר בְּ ן. מִידָּ נִכְנַס רַבִּ לּאֹ יְהֵא רָגִיל לַעֲשׂוֹת כֵּ בִילְכֶם הֲרֵינִי מוֹחֵל לוֹ, ובִּלְבַד שֶׁ שְׁ אָמַר לָהֶם: בִּ
אֶרֶז. ולְּפִיכָךְ זָכָה קָנֶה לִיטּוֹל הֵימֶנּוּ קולְּמוֹס לִכְתּוֹב בּוֹ סֵפֶר ה כְּ קָנֶה וְאַל יְהֵא קָשֶׁ וְדָרַשׁ: לְעוֹלָם יְהֵא אָדָם רַךְ כְּ

ין ומְּזוזּוֹת. פִילִּ תּוֹרָה תְּ

He said to them: For your sakes I forgive him, provided that he accepts upon himself not to
become accustomed to behave like this. Immediately, Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Shimon,
entered the study hall and taught: A person should always be soft like a reed and he should
not be stiff like a cedar, as one who is proud like a cedar is likely to sin. And therefore, due
to its gentle qualities, the reed merited that a quill is taken from it to write with it a Torah
scroll, phylacteries, and mezuzot
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