
B’nai Mitzvah 
Inclusion Guide



Unit 2: Teaching Trope 
and Hebrew to Diverse 

Learners



BIG IDEAS There is more than one way to teach Hebrew 
and trope to a student.

Exploring various options will allow you 
to meet the needs of each student.
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Traditional Approach

For more sources like this, check out: https://www.pockettorah.com/ 

https://www.pockettorah.com/
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Color Coding

Use highlighters to color code the portion. Have the student 
choose their favorite colors. Each trope/ sound is its own color! 
Click here for full sheet.

Used with permission 
from Cantor Randall 
Schloss, Temple Israel 
of New Rochelle, New 
Rochelle, NY

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rp428ZkVAuI5qig-Kqh3z8x8meTCTWdY/view?usp=sharing


Trope Hand Signs

The student might need a 
gestural prompt from the person 
standing next to them. Each hand 
symbol represents a different 
trope. 

For more videos like this one, click 
here. 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=tricks+of+the+trope
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=tricks+of+the+trope


Map Out the Tune

The student might 
envision the trope 
sounds as moving up 
and down in a certain 
pattern. If they map it 
out themselves, they 
can visualize the tune! 



Ber-ay-sheet bah-rah elo-heem et ha-sha-maay-eem v’et 
ha-ar-etz.

Click here for access to the entire Torah in Hebrew (with vowels), 
transliterated and translated.

A student might not be able to decode Hebrew 
text. If so, use transliteration. Either the traditional 
transliteration or dictate the Hebrew word and 
have them spell it out the way that makes sense 
to them. Their own spelling might not match the 
traditional version. 

Transliteration

https://akhlah.com/tanach/childrens-torah-portions/hebrew-torah-portions/


Some students, including non-Hebrew readers 
and auditory learners, may benefit from 
listening to their Torah portion and learning it by 
heart.

Recording

Use the “voice 
memo” app on 
any smartphone 
so the student 
always has 
access.  



Hebrew Sight Words

This is a list of 34 common Hebrew words found in a siddur.



Symbol Stix

Created by Rabbi Ruti Regan, Matan consultant

Blessings before the Torah Reading
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Symbol Stix
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Symbol Stix
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Symbol Stix

Blessings after the Torah Reading
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Symbol Stix



● Increase the font size of the text 

● Tap it out - create a movement or 
motion that represents each trope 
sound (benefits kinesthetic 
learners) 

● Collaborate with school teachers 
for learning strategies the work 
best for the student 

More Ideas
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Real Life Application

Resource: 
https://tutoringwithatwist.ca/vark-learning-styles/

Think of a student you have worked with in the past or are 
currently working with. 

Which of the above strategies would be useful? 


